IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

JUVENILE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF:                                          CASE NO: 05-2020-DP-000000-XXXX-XX



 DOB: 00/00/00
______________________________ /

MINOR CHILD
GUARDIAN AD LITEM MANIFEST BEST INTEREST REPORT

Guardian ad Litem: 
Type of Hearing: Manifest Best Interest Hearing
Date of Hearing:



Date of Report: 
I. RECOMMENDATIONS

A.  The Guardian ad Litem respectfully makes the following recommendations:

1. The parental rights of the mother, _________ and the father, ________ should be terminated based on the parent’s abandonment, neglect and chronic drug use and abuse that placed their child at risk. Additionally, both parents have failed to comply with the tasks in their case plans to ensure that the reasons for the child’s removal could be remedied. The parent’s continue to deny that their behaviors place the child at risk of harm. The parent’s have allowed the child to languish in foster care for thirty-one months based on an unwillingness to complete those tasks necessary to provide for the child in a safe and nurturing environment. Furthermore, the child has a right to a permanent placement. In reaching this recommendation, the following factors were considered:
a). Any suitable permanent custody arrangement with a relative of the child.

As shown by: The child, NAME OF CHILD OR CHILDREN now resides with NAME OF CAREGIVER. The placement with the relative occurred on November 31, 2020. Prior to the child being placed with her grandfather, she had been in foster care for thirty-one months. The paternal grandfather wishes to adopt his granddaughter.  The home study clearly indicates that the paternal grandfather is in a position to adopt. 
b) Neither parent has demonstrated the ability or disposition to provide the child with food, clothing, medical care or other material needs;

As shown by: The child is now with a family member where the medical, educational, financial and emotional needs will be met in a safe, secure and nurturing home environment. 
The paternal grandfather will meet the emotional, medical, educational and financial needs of the child without any input from the parents. In the thirty-one months that the child has been in care, both parents failed to pay child support towards the basic needs of the child. 
c) Neither parent has demonstrated the capacity to care for the child to the extent that the child’s health and well-being would not be endangered upon the child’s return home;

As shown by: The mother and the father have not provided for their daughter since the initial placement in foster care over thirty-one months ago. At that time, CHILD/CHILDREN’S NAME was 2 ½ years of age. In addition, the parents have not demonstrated an ability to safely care for the child since the removal occurred on May 6, 20003. The parents made feeble attempts to visit the child and have a history of going long periods of time without seeing her. The parents are unaware of the child’s daily routine, medical, educational and emotional needs.   
d) The present mental and physical health needs of the child and the future needs, to the extent that they can be ascertained based on the present condition of the child:

As shown by: All of the emotional, medical, educational and financial needs of the child are being met by the family member without any input from the birth parents.  
e) The love, affection and other emotional ties existing between the child and the parents, siblings or other relatives, and the degree of harm to the child that would arise from the termination of parental rights and duties;

As shown by: The parents did not maintain consistent or positive contact with the child while in the care of the Department of Children and Families/Family Allies. They have failed to maintain sufficient contact in order to establish a significant emotional child-parent bond. 
f) There is not a significant likelihood that an older child would remain in long-term foster care based upon termination of parental rights in this case, due to emotional or behavioral problems or any special needs of the child;

As shown by: The child does not present with any medical or behavioral issues that would prevent her from being adopted by a family member. The child has been thriving in care since the placement almost three years ago. 
g) This child has the ability to form a significant relationship with a parental substitute. As a consequence, there is high likelihood that this child will enter into a more stable and permanent family relationship as a result of permanent termination of parental rights and duties;

As shown by: The child has been observed to have formed a significant relationship with her previous foster family and other adults/children in the home. In addition, has formed significant relationships with extended family members and other respite foster parents.  There are no concerns by this writer that she will not be able to form a significant bond with a parental substitute. This child has an extraordinary loving and close bond with the foster parents and their extended family. This bond will likely continue now that she is with her paternal grandfather, Dale Cornell and his extended family in New York. 
h) This child has lived for a lengthy period of time in a stable, satisfactory environment and thus, there is a high desirability in maintaining continuity in that placement;

As shown by: The child is presently living in a safe, hazard-free and nurturing environment where her emotional, medical, educational and financial needs are being met.   
i) This child has formed a significant deep and loving relationship with the present custodians;

As shown by: The child has been observed to have a close, loving and familial bond with her caregivers. She is loved unconditionally and cherished by the family (and their extended family). There are no concerns by this writer that they will not be able to form a significant bond with a parental substitute. This bond will likely continue now that she is with her paternal grandfather.
j) The reasonable preference and wishes of the child, if the court deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding and experience to express a preference;

As shown by: The child is too young to state a preference.  

k) The recommendations for the child provided by the child’s Guardian Ad Litem or legal representative;

As shown by: The recommendation is to grant the Department’s petition and terminate the parental rights of the mother and father and free the child for adoption.
B.  The Guardian ad Litem respectfully requests that the Court consider the following:

The child does not have the capacity to state a preference. However, clearly demonstrated a definitive bond with her caregivers. Based on the significant and observable bond between the caregiver and the child; it would be in her best interest to remain in a safe, stable and nurturing home environment for the purposes of adoption.  
________________________
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